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on this Question, making in all upwards of Two Hundred and Seventy 
Members, in Opposition to, and against the utmost Efforts of the Min- 
ister; who, besides Mr. Secretary Robinson's endearing Lures, cer- 
tainly exerted all his Abilities, Zeal, and Assurances on this Occasion. 
" How are the Mighty fallen ! " — It is worth observing also, there 
were, with the Minister, only Eleven against Sixty-Four County Mem- 
bers in England and Wales who voted for this Question. For the 

Addenda of Places, Pensions, Contracts, &c. see a small Pamphlet 
just published by J. Stockdale, entitled, " Substance of the Charges 
" of Mismanagement on the Naval Enquiry, &c." 

Attendance is only wanting, to complete the Downfal of an Admin- 
istration which every Day brings some fresh Calamity home to the 
Breast of every Man among us. — The single Question now is, Whe- 
ther the Premier and his Dependents shall retain their Places, to the 
final Ruin of the Empire ; or by a Change of Men and Measures, we 
shall regain the Confidence of America, and retain our Properties and 
Importance. 

Printed for J. STOCKDALE, opposite BuKLiifOTON-HocsE, PICOADILLT. (Price Two-pence, 
or Twelve Shillings a Hundred.] 

William V. Wells, Esq., of San Francisco, was elected 
a Corresponding Member. 



JUNE MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, June 14, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; 
the President, the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the 
chair. 

The President announced to the Society, that the 
Recording Secretary, Charles Deane, Esq., sailed for 
Europe on the 6th instant, to be absent for several 
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months, and that the Standing Committee had requested 
the Treasurer to perform the duties of Secretary until 
Mr. Deane should return; whereupon it was unani- 
mously — 

Voted,, That the Treasurer be requested to act as the 
Recording Secretary of the Society, during the absence 
of Mr. Deane. 

At the request of the President, the records of the 
May meeting were read by Dr. Eobbins. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Ameri- 
can Academy of Arts and Sciences ; the American 
Numismatic and Archaeological Society; the Chamber 
of Commerce of the State of New York ; the Essex 
Institute; the Long-Island Bible Society; the Mercan- 
tile Library Association of New York ; the New-Eng- 
land Loyal Publication Society; Oberlausitzische Gesell- 
schaft der Wissenschaften zu Gorlitz ; John Appleton, 
M.D. ; Francis H. Brown, M.D. ; Henry G. Denny, 
Esq. ; Frederic De Peyster, Esq. ; Clement H. Hill, Esq. ; 
Benjamin P. Johnson, Esq. ; Messrs. Leypoldt & Holt; 
Rev. Howard Malcom, D.D. ; Hon. Alexander H. Rice; 
William H. Russell, Esq. ; M. B. Scott, Esq. ; PhiUp 
H. Sears, Esq. ; Henry R. Stiles, M.D. ; J. Hammond 
Trumbull, Esq. ; Hon. Henry Wilson ; Mrs. Joseph E. 
Worcester ; and from Messrs. Amory, Bartlet, Brigham, 
Deane, Green, Loring, Metcalf, C. Robbins, Savage, 
Tickrior, Washburn, Webb, Wheatland, and Winthrop, 
of the Society. 

The President remarked, that our Recording Secre- 
tary, whose absence had just been alluded to, had left 
behind him new evidence of his devotion to our service, 
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in a new volume of Proceedings, which is on our table 
this morning, and of which every member is entitled to 
a copy ; whereupon it was — 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented 
to the Eecording Secretary, Mr. Deane, and to his asso- 
ciates of the Publishing Committee, Messrs. Folsom and 
Green, for their faithful services in conducting this 
volume through the press. 

The President further stated, that Mr. Deane was 
accompanied by our associate. Dr. Peabody ; and it had 
been suggested, that we should unite them in a commis- 
sion to represent this Society on any fit occasion, and to 
negotiate any exchanges or purchases for us which they 
may think for our advantage. They expect to be pres- 
ent at the proposed ArchBeological Congress at Ant- 
werp, at which they are already commissioned to repre- 
sent the American Antiquarian Society, and at which 
they might find it expedient to appear in behalf of this 
Society also. It was thereupon — 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary, Charles Deane, 
Esq., and the Rev. Andrew P. Peabody, D.D., be au- 
thorized and requested to represent this Society at the 
Archaeological Congress to be held at Antwerp in August 
next, or on any other fitting occasion that may occur 
during their absence abroad ; and that they be empow- 
ered and requested to negotiate for this Society any 
exchanges of publications with foreign societies, and to 
act for our interest in any way they shall find expedient 
during their absence. 

The President read the following note from our Cor- 
responding Member, S. Austin AUibone, LL.D. : — 
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Philadelphia, May 30, 1866. 
Mr DEAR Sir, — I am happy to inform you, that the Dictionary 
which I projected in 1850, and commenced preparing for the press in 
1853 (August), was completed last night at 8.27. Laus Deo. 
I am, dear Sir, with great regard, faithfully yours, 

S. Austin Allibone. 

The President remarked, that he was sure that the 
information would be received with pleasure, that Dr. 
Allibone's most valuable " Dictionary of English Lit- 
erature " had thus been brought to a completion. The 
first volume had been found so important and inter- 
esting, that we were impatient for the second ; and he 
trusted the publishers would not hold it back from us 
many months. 

The President announced the death of our Honorary 
Member, General Winfield Scott, and spoke as fol- 
lows : — 

You can hardly have forgotten, Gentlemen, that, a few 
years since, the name of Winfield Scott was placed by accla- 
mation on our Honorary roll. It was the first time, I believe, 
that this Society had ever dispensed with the formalities of a 
ballot and the delay of a previous nomination. The veteran 
soldier had just then voluntarily withdrawn from the active 
duties of Commander-in-chief of the Army of the United 
States ; and a career of public service, which, for more than 
half a century, had been crowded with conspicuous acts of 
courage and patriotism, was at length brought to a close. 
That career is familiar to us all. Its brilliant opening scenes 
at Queenstown, at Fort George, at Chippewa, and at Lundy's 
Lane, — though but feAv are now left to recall the impression 
they produced upon the living heart, — can never be contem- 
plated on the page of history without a fresh thrill of admira- 
tion. Nor can any one withhold at least an equal tribute of 
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admiration from those crowning exploits of his maturer mili- 
tary life, which resulted in the occupation of Mexico. 

Yet, signal as the services of General Scott have been as a 
soldier, his civil services and civil triumphs have been no less 
signal. Again and again he has been entrusted with diplo- 
matic functions of the most important and delicate character; 
and he has uniformly discharged them in a manner to com- 
mand the approbation of the Government and the applause of 
the whole people. Twice at least — once on the North-eastern 
boundary in 1839, and once on the North-west in 1859 — 
he has saved the peace of the country, when it was in the 
most imminent peril. Nor is it foreign war only which has 
been averted by his wise and eflScient intervention. To him 
certainly, as- much as to any other one man, it was owing, 
that the Nullification plot of 1832 was prevented from ripen- 
ing into outright rebellion, and that the great battle of the 
Union was postponed to a later generation. Meantime his 
prudence and his humanity had found still another field 
for their display, in the memorable removal of the Indian 
tribes beyond the Mississippi. 

No more eloquent or more enviable tribute has ever been 
won by a military chief, than that which was paid to General 
Scott, in this connection, by the late William EUery Chan- 
ning : — 

"To this distinguished man," said he, in a lecture on war, in 
1839, " belongs the rare honor of uniting, with military energy and 
daring, the spirit of a philanthropist. His exploits in the field, which 
placed him in the first rank of our soldiers, have been obscured by the 
purer and more lasting glory of a pacificator and a friend of mankind. 
In the whole history of the intercourse of civilized with barbarous or 
half-civilized communities, we doubt whether a brighter page can be 
found than that which records his agency in the removal of the Chero- 
kees. As far as the wrongs done to this race can be atoned for. 
General Scott has made the expiation. In his recent mission to the 
disturbed borders of our country, he has succeeded, not so much by 
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policy as by the nobleness and generosity of his character, by moral 
influences, by the earnest conviction with which he has enforced on all 
with whom he has had to do, the obligations of patriotism, justice, 
humanity, and religion. It would not be easy to find among us a man 
who has won a purer fame ; and I am happy to offer this tribute, 
because I would do something, no matter how little, to hasten the time 
when the spirit of Christian humanity shall be accounted an essential 
attribute and the brightest ornament of a public man. 

" He returns to Washington," continued Dr. Channing, " and is 
immediately ordered to the Cherokee nation, to take charge of the very 
difficult and hazardous task, to his own fame, of removing those savages 
from their native land. Some of his best friends regretted, most sin- 
cerely, that he had been ordered on this service ; and, knowing the 
disposition of the world to cavil and complain without cause, had great 
apprehensions that he would lose a portion of the popularity he had 
acquired by his distinguished success on the Canadian frontier. But 
behold the manner in which this last work has been performed! 
There is so much of noble generosity of character about Scott, inde- 
pendent of his skill and bravery as a soldier, that his life has really 
been one of romantic beauty and interest." 

One can hardly read this exquisite eulogy, — coming, as 
it does, from the lips of one who would be everywhere ac- 
cepted as an umpire without appeal upon any question of 
humanity or philanthropy, — without recalling the lines which 
Addison, a century and a half before, had composed in honor 
of the great Duke of Marlborough, and which we all could 
wish had been as well deserved by him as by our own de- 
parted hero : — 

" Unbounded courage and compassion joined, 
Tempering each other in the victor's mind, 
Alternately proclaim him good and great, 
And make the hero and the man complete." 

The opening of the great civil war through which we 
have just passed found General Scott broken in health and 
strength, and weighed down by the infirmities of age. He 
was still, however, at the head of the American army; 
and, though a Virginian by birth, and warmly attached to 
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his Southern relatives and friends, he never faltered for an 
instant in his devoted loyalty to the Union. Nor can it ever 
be doubted or forgotten, that, through his prudence and 
patriotism, and his untiring vigilance and energy, the safety 
of the Capital was assured, and the inauguration of President 
Lincoln secured from interruption. 

Retiring from the active duties of commander-in-chief in 
October, 1861, General Scott has been by no means idle 
during the four years and a half which have since elapsed. 
Two volumes of Autobiography, which — though they exhibit 
not a few of the least attractive elements of his character, 
and could hardly be cited to prove, that, as Dryden says of 
another in his " Annus Mirabilis," he was " born, Caesar-like, 
to write and act great deeds " — are yet replete with interest- 
ing and instructive passages of national and of personal his- 
tory, have been composed and published by him during this 
period; while his counsel and experience have been constantly 
at the service of the Government, and have more than once 
been called for under most impressive circumstances. The 
personal visit of President Lincoln to West Point, to consult 
the retired commander-in-chief, at the most critical moment 
of the war, is still fresh in all our memories ; and no higher 
testimony could have been given of the exalted estimation in 
which he was held by those who were officially responsible 
for the preservation of the Union. 

General Scott was by no means free from the foibles which 
proverbially belong to the heroic temperament. His words 
were not always as wise and well-considered as his acts, nor 
his reasons as sound and sagacious as his conclusions. But, 
in a long life of varied and unintermitted service, he never 
failed to do the right thing at the right time, and to do it 
with a will and to a purpose. His noble form and command- 
ing presence will be remembered by all who have ever seen 
him; and I cannot doubt that the verdict of posterity will 
confirm the judgment of the present hour, that, morally as 
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well as physically, few grander figures have adorned the his- 
tory of our country. Had he lived until yesterday, he would 
have completed his eightieth year, having been born near 
Petersburg, Virginia, on the 13th of June, 1786. It was ,my 
good fortune to see him and converse with him at New York 
as lately as the 9th of May, the day before he embarked for 
West Point, to die amid the scenes which had been most dear 
to him in life, and which he most desired should be the last 
on which his eyes should look. And though the infirmities of 
age had bowed and bent that lion-like frame, and quenched 
something of the fire of that eagle eye, his heart was still 
full of patriotic wishes for his beloved country ; and his only 
impatience seemed to be, that he could render her no further 
service. I cannot forget, in this presence, the kind and 
eager inquiries he made then, and on many previous occa- 
sions, for the health of an esteemed fellow-soldier of his 
youth, whom we are proud to recognize as the first Vice- 
President of our own Society. Nor can I conclude this im- 
perfect tribute to his memory, without reading, as I am sure 
you will all pardon me for doing, the letter in which, some 
years previously, he had acknowledged the receipt of the 
volume of our Proceedings, which I had sent him, containing 
an account of his election as one of our Honorary Members, 
on the 14th of November, 1861 : — 

Elizabeth, N.J., April 22, 1862. 
My dear Friend, — But that I hold a pen with difficulty (from a 
hurt in the right hand), I should have made a formal acknowledgment 
of the honor conferred upon me by the Historical Society of Massa- 
chusetts, — a compliment the more pleasing, having been moved by 
one dear friend (R. C. W.), the President, seconded by another, my 
excellent brother soldier (Colonel A.), and unanimously adopted 
(though out of order) by the meeting. The record of the flattering 
transaction found in the recent volume of the Society, — " Proceed- 
ings from 1860-1862," — which you have just kindly sent to me, gives 
to the book a priceless value in the estimation of myself and children. 

30 
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Joining in all your patriotic wishes and prayers, I remain, ever 
truly yours, Winfield Scott. 

Hon. E. C. WiNTHROP, &o. &c. &o. 

Addressed (free) Winfield Scott, Lieutenant- General, S^c. 
To Hon. R. C. Wintheop, &c. &c. &c. 
Boston. 

The President then read the following Eesolution 
from the Standing Committee : — 

Eesolved, That the death of Lieutenant-General Winfield Scott — 
whose name was inscribed on our Honorary roll by acclamation, on 
his retirement from active duty as Commander-in-chief of the Army 
of the United States in November, 1861 — calls for a renewed expres- 
sion of our respect and gratitude for a great historical career, which 
has been associated, for more than half a century, with the highest 
public services to our country both in war and in peace, and which 
presents an example of gallantry and patriotism and Christian human- 
ity worthy of being cherished and commemorated by all who have 
witnessed it, and of being commended to the admiration and imitation 
of future generations. 

Colonel AspiNWALL then spoke as follows : — 

Mr. President, — With the most anxious desire to do honor 
to the memory of our deceased associate, Winfield Scott, I 
feel entirely incompetent, at the present moment, to do just- 
ice to his great merits. Each incident of his eventful and 
conspicuous career has so often been the theme and the at- 
traction of the day, that little now remains to be said which 
is not already familiar to the world, both as regards his his- 
tory and his character. 

At the time, fifty-four years ago, when my acquaintance 
and the life-long friendship with which he honored me be- 
gan, he was Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second Regiment of 
the United-States Artillery, and I was Major of the Ninth 
Infantry. Except in the descent of the St. Lawrence, in the 
autumn of 1813, we never served together; but it was my 
good fortune to see much of him at times, and especially in 
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winter quarters during the war, and in many places, after the 
war, both at home and in Europe. 

The whole tenor and circumstances of his military services 
in the war of 1812 were of course well known to myself, as 
to all his brother-officers. His enterprise and love of adven^ 
ture, his energy and intrepidity, wsre displayed on various 
occasions : of which I will only mention the attack of the 8th 
of October, 1812, on the British vessels in the Niagara; the 
night surprise of Fort Matilda, on the St. Lawrence, on the 
7th of November, 1813; and his well-concerted attack, four 
days after, of Colonel Dennis's post, near Cornwall, which 
ended in the defeat and utter dispersion of the enemy. 

Apart from his gallant deeds, one of his early services, 
and at the time perhaps the most important that could be 
rendered to the nation, was his assiduous and thorough 
instruction of the troops in discipline, exercise, and field 
movements. It was owing to this preparation that he was 
able afterwards, at Lundy's Lane and Cliippewa, to put an end 
to the dream of British invincibility on land, in which our 
adversaries had before indulged, and to convince them that 
our soldiers were, as they at length confessed, as good as 
their own. 

Up to the termination of the war, Scott's ardent love of 
victory never allowed him to dwell on the blood and life it 
cost. But, at a later period, a change came over him, that 
made him shrink from all unnecessary sacrifice or even expo- 
sure of his men. His personal attendance on his sick soldiers 
during the Black-Hawk expedition was but a natural conse- 
quence of this philanthropic change. 

In January, 1836, a few weeks after the surprise and mas- 
sacre of Major Dade's party, Scott was ordered to Florida. 
Delays occurred in furnishing him with men and military 
supplies. His plan of joint action, by an advance from all 
points upon the Creeks, with the moral certainty of surround- 
ing and capturing the whole hostile force, was defeated by a 



236 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [JuOT!, 

premature and unauthorized attack by General Jessup, his 
second in command, which had no other effect than to dis- 
perse them for the moment. General Jessup also wrote to 
the editor of the official newspaper at Washington, blaming 
Scott for dilatoriness and want of energy. Scott was conse- 
quently recalled by the President and replaced by Jessup, 
virtually because he had not, in less than thirty days of mili- 
tary operations, put' an end to a war which a series of his 
successors in command failed to accomplish in the following 
six years. One of the most irrefragable proofs of the extreme 
impolicy as well as injustice of condemning, unheard, a mili- 
tary commander serving in a distant field, is furnished by the 
fact, that Scott's second in command, who had supplanted 
him, retracted his injurious aspersions ; and the court of 
inquiry, called to decide upon the merits of the case, unani- 
mously approved of Scott's "plans, as well devised, as prose- 
cuted with energy, steadiness, and ability, and well calculated 
to lead to successful results." 

. It was one of the characteristic qualities of Scott, that, 
whatever task might be assigned him, however difficult, em- 
barrassing, or foreign to the ordinary course of military duty, 
he promptly applied himself to it, cheerfully and vigorously ; 
and whatever he undertook he accomplished with signal abil- 
ity. It is quite sufficient here to recall to mind the complete 
success that attended his five-months' arduous and difficult 
superintendence and conduct of the compulsory removal of 
fifteen thousand Cherokees to their destined abode in the 
West, and the skilful measures he adopted to preserve peace, 
both at the period of the Canadian rebellion, and, subsequent- 
ly, when the Aroostook disturbances had brought the country 
to the verge of war. 

It was said at the time, that " his exploits in the field . . . 
were obscured by the purer and more lasting glory of a paci- 
ficator and of a friend of mankind. In the whole history of 
the intercourse of civilized with barbarous or half-civilized 
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communities, we doubt," said the eminent philanthropist and 
divine, the Rev. Dr. Channing, " whether a brighter page 
can be found than that which records his agency in the re- 
moval of the Cherokees." The remark of the same dis- 
tinguished person respecting Scott's first "mission to the 
disturbed borders of our country," is equally true of his sub- 
sequent mission of a kindred nature. " He succeeded, not 
so much by policy, as by the nobleness and generosity of his 
character, by moral influences, by the earnest conviction 
with which he enforced on all with whom he had to do, the 
obligations of patriotism, justice, humanity, and religion." 

General Scott's management of the war in Mexico was at 
the time applauded, as eminently sagacious, bold, and skilful, 
by the ablest generals in Europe. They considered it one of 
the military miracles of the age, that, with an inconsiderable 
force, in the face of superior numbers protected by numerous 
fortifications, road batteries, &c., and not less so in most posi- 
tions by the difficult nature of the country itself, that he 
should succeed in forcing his way by a single road from the 
coast to the capital of Mexico. 

His plan of landing his troops with the purpose of invest- 
ing Vera Cruz, instead of making a direct attack upon the 
fortress of San Juan, which forms the seaward defence of that 
city, is a proof of his prudence and foresight, as well as of 
his patriotic and humane desire to avoid all unnecessary 
sacrifices of his men. Had he taken both city and fortress 
by storm, with the loss of three or four thousand soldiers, or, 
in the camp phrase, " taken the bull by the horns, and 
brought in a large butcher's bill," the million would no 
doubt have hailed the achievement with more rapturous ap- 
plause. But, furnished as he was with only half the troops 
he had asked for, his very success would have deprived him 
of the means of advancing upon the capital. He would have 
been obliged to await re-enforcements, while his diminished 
force would have been wasting away in the sickly season in 



238 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Jtjne, 

the tierra caliente. The wisdom of his determination was 
shown by the result. In twenty days from the landing of the 
troops, with a loss of only sixty men and officers, he became 
master of the city of Vera Cruz, doubly important as a com- 
mercial emporium and as a military depot and base of opera- 
tions, and of the castle of San Juan, with four hundred pieces 
of ordnance and five thousand prisoners of war. 

Throughout the Mexican war, Scott was sparingly furnished 
with troops. The Secretary of War, having refused those 
offered by the governors of States, and being reluctant to 
countenance a change of policy, suffered a bill for raising ten 
additional regiments to linger on its way through Congress, 
much to the detriment of the public service. Scott was 
crippled in his movements. For nearly four months, he was 
stopped at Puebla for want of men ; and, when re-enforcements 
came, they were inadequate. The onward march could not 
be resumed without calling in the garrisons in the rear, and 
abandoning all established communications with Vera Cruz. 
Even when at last master of the capital, he could not extend 
his conquest further, because he had only troops sufficient for 
the maintenance of his actual position. It ought to be known 
and remembered, that the Duke of Wellington, when he 
learned that the communication with the coast was abandoned, 
exclaimed, " Scott is lost ! " 

Among the causes which led to the culpable improvidence 
of the Administration, was the unfortunate prepossession that 
prevailed in the Cabinet at Washington, and among its in- 
fluential advisers, in favor of an advance on the capital from 
the Rio Grande, by way of Monterey and San Luis Potosi, — 
a route totally impracticable, where a small army would have 
been overwhelmed, and a large one would perish. To favor 
this visionary project, numbers indispensable to Scott and for 
the subjugation of Mexico were diverted to swell the com- 
mand of his junior, General Taylor, where, its true position 
being that of defence, they were superfluous and useless. It 
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was at one time proposed to send twenty-five thousand men 
to Taylor and only fifteen thousand to Scott, to enable him, as 
was said, " to run up the road from Vera Cruz to the city of 
Mexico." Even after the unwise project of the advance from 
the Eio Grande was abandoned, the authorities at Washington 
did not see fit to remedy the evil ; for Taylor, when occupy- 
ing a defensive line, with no formidable force opposed to him, 
had more men than Scott at Puebla when surrounded by a 
Mexican army three times larger than his own. 

Of the inimical motives which led to this injustice, and of 
the attempt to supersede and to dishonor him, either by placing 
him under a junior officer or by the new appointment of a 
superior ; of his final recall, with the contumelious reversal 
of his arrest of insubordinate officers, and the threat of a 
court-martial, — I shall say, that, to use his own words, " his 
services, with a most gallant army, were requited as he had 
long been led to expect they would be ; " that the threatened 
couri-martial came to nothing ; and that Congress voted him 
their thanks and a gold medal as a testimony of their high 
sense of his valor, skill, and judicious conduct in the memo- 
rable campaign of 1847. 

In the Presidential canvass of 1860, while secession was 
only threatened, but not generally expected, Scott, with a 
political sagacity equal to his military skill, foresaw the com- 
ing peril, and labored hard to provide in time against it. The 
two last months of 1860 were passed by him in anxious and 
earnest endeavors to obtain Executive authority for immedi- 
ately re-enforcing the occupied forts on the Southern coast, 
and for placing proper garrisons in such as were unoccupied. 
It is one of the most signal misfortunes that have ever be- 
fallen our country, that this wise counsel was not instantly 
followed. But President Buchanan could neither give his 
confidence to the patriotic veteran whom he had, in previous 
years, decried as a political foe, nor withdraw it from his com- 
paratively ignoble associate, the Secretary of War, whose 
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treachery he had yet to learn. In exultation that the efforts 
of Scott had been defeated by the machinations of Floyd, 
the rebels subsequently did Scott more justice than he re- 
ceived at the hands of the President. They acknowledged 
that " the plan invented by General Scott to stop secession 
was, like all campaigns devised by him, very able in its 
details, and nearly certain of general success ; " and that, 
" had Scott been able to get these forts in the condition he 
desired them to be, the Southern Confederacy would not then 
exist." 

The incoming Administration was, for some weeks, as 
supine and inert as the preceding. The President, Lincoln, 
could not be persuaded of the magnitude nor of the immi- 
nence of the approaching danger. Scott's counsels were 
unheeded. Sherman's earnest asseverations, that the South 
was bent on secession and war, were treated as the ravings 
of insanity. The truth and value of these slighted warnings 
were verified by the attack on Fort Sumter on the 12th of 
April, 1861. 

As early as the 3d of March, Scott had recommended, that, 
whenever secession was to be put down by force, an army of 
three hundred thousand at least should be brought into and 
kept up in the field. But, unfortunately, Congress had not 
been called together ; and only seventy thousand militia 
were called into temporary service. In blind impatience, the 
available portion of this levy was hurried into conflict at Bull 
Run with a rebel force, which, if not more numerous and 
better disciplined, was very ably commanded, and had the 
advantage of being posted in a strong country and a position 
of its own selection. The result, as had been apprehended 
by military men, was unfortunate. An attempt to shift off 
the responsibility, for this injudicious movement, upon Gen- 
eral Scott, was indignantly repelled by him. 

This was the sad prelude to that sinister interference with 
military operations in the field, afterwards systematically 
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carried on by politicians and civilians ignorant of the art of 
war, but occupying posts of Federal or State authority, which 
shed its baneful influence on the fortune of our arms ; and 
which, especially throughout the year 1862, impeded and 
embarrassed the operations of the Army of the Potomac, as 
effectually as if the head of the War Department had been 
pledged to second the efforts of the rebels and to compass 
the defeat of our own army, as well as the disgrace and 
displacement of its accomplished, patriotic, and able com- 
mander. 

We need only refer to the vain attempts to attack Rich- 
mond by a direct overland advance, in defiant contempt of all 
military rules and of the opinions of the best strategists of 
our army. Pope, Burnside, and Hooker were successively 
ordered to carry out this impracticable project ; and each at- 
tempt effected nothing but an appalling waste of human blood 
and life. Grant, in obeying the orders of the Administration, 
yielded his own preference for the coast route ; but at last, 
after a loss, of which the lowest estimate is sixty thousand 
killed and wounded, finding Richmond as far from his grasp 
as on the first day of his march, he was constrained to aban- 
don the abortive plan of the Administration, and to follow the 
rational plan and the footsteps of his discarded predecessor, 
who would probably have finished the war two years before, 
with the saving of hundreds of thousands killed and wound- 
ed, if he had been honestly afforded " the confidence and 
cordial support " which President Lincoln, in his message of 
the 3d of December, 1861, had promised him, and " without 
which," as the President rightly said, "he could not with 
so full efiBciency serve the country." In this message the 
opinion of General Scott is mentioned as having been re- 
peatedly expressed in favor of his successor in the post of 
general-in-chief. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

31 
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The President announced the death of Bishop Bur- 
gess, of Maine, a Corresponding Member of the Society, 
in the following language : — 

We may not forget, Gentlemen, that, while the name of a 
great soldier has been taken from our Honorary roll since 
our last meeting, the name of an eminent and excellent prel- 
ate has been taken from the list of our Corresponding Mem- 
bers. I refer to the Eight Rev. George Burgess, Bishop of 
Maine. Though I had but a slight personal acquaintance 
with him, I am not unaware of the exalted estimation in 
which he was held by the diocese over which he presided, 
and by the whole community in which, he lived. As the 
author of several historical works, and as the Vice-President 
of the Historical Society of Maine, he is entitled to our most 
respectful notice ; and I am glad to know that one of our num- 
ber is prepared to do justice to his memory on this occasion. 

Mr. Bartlet then paid a feeling tribute to the ex- 
alted character of Bishop Burgess, and concluded by 
offering the following resolution: — 

Resolved, That in the death of Bishop Burgess the department of 
historical research has lost an intelligent friend and successful stu- 
dent ; American literature, one of its ornaments ; morals and religion, 
a devoted teacher and bright example ; and the country, a citizen, who, 
in his past eflForts and sacriiices in her behalf, gave the assurance that 
the peculiar advantages he enjoyed would be faithfully employed for her 
highest good. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

The President communicated a miniature of Daniel 
Webster, presented to the Society by Mrs. Isaac P. 
Davis. The original was painted by R. M. Staigg, 
at Washington, in 1 844 ; and, two years afterwards, he 
made this copy, which belonged to our late Cabinet- 
keeper, Isaac P. Davis, Esq. The President remarked 



1866.] winder's "history OF KNOWLEDGE." 243 

that this was an exceedingly valuable addition to our 
Cabinet ; for it was one of the last miniatures executed 
by this distinguished artist, and one of his best efforts. 

The President also communicated two daguerrotype 
miniatures, one of General Washington, and one of 
Mrs. Washington, presented by Mrs. Davis, with the 
original of the following memorandum : " The daguer- 
rotypes of General and Mrs. Washington, executed by 
John Srubb of Alexandria, are from original pictures 
at Arlington House, by Sharpless, in 1796, and by Rob- 
inson in 1790. The portrait of the chief, by Sharpless, 
is an admirable likeness, and was the last original ever 
taken. The portrait of Mrs. Washington is pronounced 
by artists to be the most exquisite miniati^re ever ' seen 
in the United States. — Signed, George W. P. Custis. 
Arlington House, March the 2.5th, 1828." 

It was unanimously Resolved, That the grateful ac- 
knowledgments of the Massachusetts Historical Society 
be returned to the venerable widow of our late es- 
teemed and respected associate, Isaac P. Davis, for the 
beautiful miniature of Daniel Webster by Staigg, and 
for the interesting daguerrotypes of the miniatures of 
General Washington and Mrs. Washington, which she 
has kindly added to our Cabinet. 

The President read a letter from J. H. Trumbull, 
Esq., of Hartford, addressed to Mr. Deane, presenting 
to the Society a copy of Winder's " History of Knowl- 
edge," containing on a fly-leaf an interesting autograph 
letter of Dr. Benjamin Colman, dated July, 1747, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of these volumes. The Presi- 
dent having read portions of this letter, it was — 
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Ordered, That the thanks of the Society be given to 
Mr. Trumbull for this donation. 

Mr. FoLSOM communicated the original telegraphic 
despatch sent by the Secretary of War, J. B. Floyd, 
17th October, 1859, to the commander at Fort Monroe, 
advising him of the seizure of the Arsenal at Harper's 
Ferry, and directing troops to be sent to that place. It 
was presented by Mr. Wallace Learning. 

Mr. FoLSOxM called the attention of the meeting to a 
large portrait of our late associate, the Hon. Edward 
Everett, which had been brought to the rooms, at his 
suggestion, for the inspection of members. It was 
painted by Mr. Wight, of Boston ; and our late asso- 
ciate, Mr. Livermore, had nearly consummated a pur- 
chase of the picture by subscription, to be deposited 
in some public place, when he was removed from us by 
death. 

On motion of Dr. Bobbins, the subject of the pur- 
chase of this portrait was referred to the Standing Com- 
mittee. 

Dr. E.0BBINS stated, that, having recently examined 
several old files of papers in the Cabinet of the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, he had discovered a letter written 
by our late associate, the Hon. Josiah Quincy, while a 
Representative in Congress in 1812, to the Eev. James 
Freeman, D.D., relating to the conditions on which the 
manuscript of " Bacon's Eebellion " had been sent to this 
Society by the Hon. William A. Burwell, a Member of 
Congress from Virginia. In this letter Mr. Quincy says, 
" Mr. Burwell has consented that the manuscript should 
remain in your hands for publication in the Twelfth 
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volume of our Collections. He requested, that, in print- 
ing, great care should be taken of it ; and that it should 
be returned to me for him, after it has been published. 
This I have promised, and shall rely on your attention 
to the request." 

Dr. Robbins reminded the meeting, that, in the year 
1856, when he was Chairman of the Standing Commit- 
tee, he communicated a letter from Conway Robinson, 
Esq., of Virginia, Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Virginia Historical Society, requesting that the 
manuscript in question might be restored to that State, 
and deposited in the archives of the Society which he 
represented. This request was made without the knowl- 
edge, on the part of the Virginia Historical Society, 
of the precise conditions on which the manuscript had 
been originally intrusted to our Society by the proprie- 
tor. Captain Nathaniel Burwell. It was couched in the 
most courteous terms, and asked the restoration of the 
relic as a favor, instead of claiming it as a right. 

Your Standing Committee sent Mr. Robinson's letter 
to the Hon. Josiah Quincy, asking his remembrance of 
the occurrence referred to, and his feelings and wishes 
in reference to the application of the Virginia Historical 
Society. Mr. Quincy, in reply, stated that he had " no 
wishes on the subject ; " that Mr. Burwell " was a very 
interesting and highly respected member of the Virginia 
delegation in Congress in 1812, a gentleman of the 
Old- Virginia School, gentle, affable, courteous ; that he 
gave the letter to him for this Society, on condition that 
it should he printed." Mr. Quincy further said, that 
the only view that the Massachusetts Historical Society 
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can take of the manuscript is, that they possess it, either 
as a property or a trust. If the former, their title is 
complete. If the latter, disposition to courtesy can be 
no justification of the transfer of a trust." 

Dr. Robbins remarked, that, after having received the 
views of Mr. Quincy, the Standing Committee, suppos- 
ing that the facts of the case had been accurately repre- 
sented by that venerable man, had sent a respectful and 
kindly letter to Mr. Eobinson, declining to comply with 
the request of the Virginia Historical Society, and ex- 
plaining the grounds of such a decision. 

Dr. Robbins then said, that it was not a matter of 
surprise, that, after the lapse of forty-four years, Mr. 
Quincy should have forgotten the precise conditions on 
which the manuscript had been put into his hands ; 
that no man was more faithful and exact in the per- 
formance of a promise or the discharge of an obligation ; 
and that, were he now living to see the letter which 
he wrote to Dr. Freeman in 1812, he would doubtless 
be the very first to urge that the engagement which he 
then made should be fulfilled. 

In view of these circumstances. Dr. Robbins sug- 
gested that proper measures be taken by this Society to 
restore the manuscript of " Bacon and Ingraham's Re- 
bellion " to the Virginia Historical Society, in compliance 
with the request made by the Executive Committee of 
that Society, in 1856, and seconded by the son of Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Burwell, the original proprietor of the 
relic, and also by the son of the Hon. William A. Bur- 
well, who had entrusted it to Mr. Quincy to be printed 
in our Collections. 
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The reader is requested to make the following corrections : — 
Page 246, line 24, for " Ingrahara's " read " Ingram's." 

„ „ after line 31, insert " The subject was referred to the Standing Committee, 
with full powers." 

„ 446, line 28, insert " limited " after " former." 



